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SUBJECT: US ARMS ASSISTANCE TO KENYA 

REE: (A) STATE 040294, (B) MARSHALL-LINDSTROM TELCON 20 FEB 

1 . ON PRESIDENT KENYATTA’S INSTRUCTIONS, VICE PRESIDENT MOI 
SUMMONED ME TODAY TO EMPHASIZE BOTH NEED FOR MILITARY MATERIEL 
AND EINANCIAL ASSISTANCE EROM U.S. BUT, ABOVE ALL, TO STRESS 
URGENCY OF NEED IN TERMS OE TIME. WHILE GREATEST KENYAN 
FEAR OE AMIN IS HIS UNPREDICABILITY, GOK BELIEVES PRESIDENT 
SIAD BAGRE HAS URGED AMIN TO MAKE SIMILAR TERRITORIAL CLAIM 
AGAINST WESTERN KENYA AS SOMALIA HAS MADE IN NORTHEAST. 

AMIN'S PRESENT THREATS ADD TO KENYAN EVER-EXISTENT FEAR OE 
SOMALIA. KENYA, WHILE PROTESTING LOUDLY, KNOWS ITS INABILITY 
TO DEFEND ITSELF. IT TURNS TO U.S. (AND UK) WITH PLEA FOR 
HELP. PREVIOUSLY, MOI INFORMED ME, KENYA HAD AGREEMENT WITH 
UK THAT UK FIGHTING FORCE WOULD BE PROVIDED IN KENYA ON 
REQUEST WITHIN 48 HOURS. HOWEVER, UK MEETING SUCH A REQUEST 
CAN NO LONGER BE COUNTED ON. KENYA MUST DEFEND ITSELF; 

FOR THIS IT NEEDS TO UPGRADE DEFENSE CAPABILITY. PRESIDENT 
KENYATTA PARTICULARLY ANXIOUS TO OBTAIN F-5E’S. BUT, 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 NAIROB 01723 201550Z 

WHATEVER U.S. COULD PROVIDE QUOTE NOW UNQUOTE WOULD BE 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


GREATLY APPRECIATED. 

2. DRAWING FROM REFS, I BRIEFED MOI ON GOK-TEAM MEETINGS 
THIS WEEK IN WASHINGTON. (MOI STATED PRESIDENT KENYATTA 
KNOWS OF TEAM'S VISIT TO U.S.) I INDICATED THAT NO 
AGREEMENT WAS REACHED, BUT THAT MUCH PROGRESS HAD BEEN 
MADE, AND THAT UNDER SECRETARY SISCO HAD BEEN MUCH 
IMPRESSED BY TEAM. MOI RELIEVED AND PLEASED, AS HE AND 
KENYATTA HAD FELT BECAUSE TEAM NOT MINISTERIAL LEVEL 

IT MIGHT NOT HAVE RECEIVED SENIOR DEPT OFFICIALS' 

ATTENTION. I ASSURED HIM THIS WAS NOT THE CASE. 

3. I INFORMED MOI U.S. OFFERED GOK, THROUGH TEAM, 

DOES 45 MILLION IN FMS CREDITS FOR PERIOD 1975-79, SUBJECT 
TO CONGRESSIONAL APPROVALS. THIS IS SIX-AND-ONE-HALF 
TIMES PREVIOUS AMOUNT OFFERED. ALSO, U.S. ABLE TO 
PROVIDE TEN- YEAR RATHER THAN SEVEN-YEAR LOAN. I POINTED 

OUT THAT DOES 45 MILLION IS DOES 20 MILLION .SHORTFALL IF SQUADRON 
OF F-5ES IS PURCHASED; ALSO THAT DELIVERY TIME WOULD BE 
24 MONTHS, AND THAT TRAINING WOULD IN ANY EVENT BE 
REQUIRED PRIOR TO DELIVERY. I EMPHASIZED THAT GOK MUST 
NOW SELECT ITS PRIORITIES. 

4. MOI EXPRESSED GREAT PLEASURE AT NEWS I HAD GIVEN 
HIM, ALTHOUGH DISAPPOINTED REGARDING DELIVERY TIME. I 
MADE POINT THAT EQUIPMENT COULD NOT BE PROVIDED FROM U.S. 
MILITARY FORCES STOCK, BUT ONLY ON FACTORY ORDER. MOI 
ASKED WHETHER ALL ITEMS ON GOK SHOPPING LIST WOULD 
REQUIRE LONG DELIVERY TIME, OR WHETHER SOME COULD BE 
PROVIDED NOW. I INDICATED ANSWER WOULD DEPEND ON ITEMS. 

5. MOI SAID PRESIDENT KENYATTA WOULD LIKE TO HEAR NEWS 
I HAD JUST GIVEN HIM DIRECTLY FROM ME. MOI ASKED ME TO 
BE AT STATE HOUSE AT 1 100 ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24. 

6. REQUEST BY NIACT IMMEDIATE DEPARTMENT COMMENTS AND 
SUGGESTIONS RE ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WHICH MIGHT 
BE USEFUL TO ME IN MEETING WITH PRESIDENT. I SPECIFICALLY 
REQUEST DEPT'S COMMENTS ON SPEEDY DELIVERY OF MILITARY 
MATERIEL (OTHER THAN F-5ES). 
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